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of  Mejlis, its structural features and functioning under the occupation of Crimea by the Russian Federation. Particular 
attention is paid to the analysis of the interaction of Mejlis with the Ukrainian state and international organizations, as 
well as its influence on the formation of political processes at both national and global levels. The author describes the 
historical development of Mejlis as an institution of national self-government that emerged in response to the need to 
consolidate the Crimean Tatar people after their return from deportation. Attention is focused on the principles of self-
organization, democracy and non-violence, which became the basis of Mejlis' activities. The author analyzes the 
current activities of Mejlis in the context of cooperation with the state authorities of Ukraine and international 
organizations. The role of Mejlis in the development and implementation of policy on the occupied territories, as well 
as its contribution to the protection of the rights of Crimean Tatars is studied. The significance of Mejlis as an 
institution that, despite the occupation, has retained its legitimacy and continues to act actively in the interests of the 
Crimean Tatar people is emphasized. The author analyzes the international aspect of Mejlis's activities, examines its 
cooperation with international human rights organizations and governments of different countries, as well as 
participation in global forums aimed at protecting human rights. Particular attention is paid to the recognition of 
Mejlis as a legitimate representative body of the Crimean Tatars in the international arena. The challenges and 
opportunities faced by Mejlis in the context of current global political changes are explored. The author analyzes the 
impact of international sanctions against Russia on the activities of Mejlis and its ability to influence international 
processes aimed at protecting the rights of Crimean Tatars and restoring the territorial integrity of Ukraine. It is 
emphasized that Mejlis continues to be an important political and cultural institution capable of effectively responding 
to the challenges of our time and ensuring the protection of the interests of the Crimean Tatars both in Ukraine and in 
the international arena. 

Keywords: Mejlis of the Crimean Tatar people, Kurultai of the Crimean Tatar people, national self-government, 
institutional capacity, occupation of Crimea, human rights protection, civil society, democracy, representative body of 
the indigenous people, identity, self-organization, self-determination, collective rights. 
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During the War 
The article defines the concept of   and the basic principles of functioning of local self-government 

bodies in civil society, and analyzes the role of civil society, which is particularly important in the context of total war 
in Ukraine. All Ukrainians take an active part in the public life of the state and contribute to the common victory over 
the enemy. That is why the role of civil society is so important. The future of our nation depends on the collective 
strength and unity of every individual. This article explains the importance of civil society institutions in the 
development and functioning of a democratic state. The legal framework that regulates the interaction between civil 
society organizations and local governments is studied. The results of the study show that the legal framework 
governing the interaction and legal relations between local governments and civil society organizations in Ukraine 
includes the Constitution of Ukraine, international law, certain laws of Ukraine and bylaws An important feature of 
civil society is its independence not only from the state, but also from public authorities, which include local 
governments. Local self-government cannot be considered a part of civil society, as it is expressly prohibited by law. On 
the contrary, the structure of civil society is formed at the will of citizens, not by specific laws, but only by law. In a 
democratic state, civil society interacts with public authorities. Public authority is a type of socio-political, sovereign 
and legitimate power based on public interest and impersonality. This system, based on law and legislation, 
encompasses social, public-political, and volitional relations arising between individuals and legal entities (as subjects 
of civil society) and state institutions and organizations (as entities of authoritative powers) and holds prospects for 
further research. 
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