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The article is devoted to elites as components of a democratic political system. It 
considers the essence of elitism, the characteristics of democracy, analyzes the elites in 
democracy. The authors highlight the main features of pluralism, compare elitism and pluralism. 
On the example of the American political system, they describe how elites and the masses 
interact with each other. The article focuses on the main issues of the elitist theory of democracy.
The aim of the article is to study the correlation between elites and the masses in a democracy, 
as well as the role of the elite in ensuring democratic procedures on the example of the USA The 
article is based on an interdisciplinary approach as well as the principles of objectivity and 
social approach. Research methods are methods of analysis and synthesis, historical and 
comparative methods. 
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